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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 0521 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL MASS, EC, US 

SUBJECT: SALE OF ISRAELI JETS TO ECUADOR 

REF: A) 24 COMPW HOWARD AFB MSG 122138Z JAN 77 (NOTAL) 

B) HQUSAF MSG 172145Z DEC 76 (NOTAL) 

C) USMLO QUITO MSG 282134Z OCT 76 (NOTAL) 

1 . DAILIES EL COMERCIO, EL TELEGRAFO AND EL UNIVERSO ON 
JAN. 24 ALL HEADLINED A SHORT AFP ARTICLE QUOTING NEWSWEEK 
MAGAZINE TO THE EFFECT THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAS FORMALLY OPPOSED 
THE SALE OF 24 ISRAELI KFIR INTERCEPTORS TO ECUADOR. EMBASSY 

HAS ALREADY BEGUN TO RECEIVE INQUIRIES FROM GOE AS TO TRUTH 
OF THIS STATEMENT. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ASAP, GUIDANCE FROM 
THE DEPARTMENT FOR RESPONDING TO THE INQUIRIES. 

2. THE EMBASSY SEES NO GAIN FOR US INTERESTS IN ECUADOR BY 
BLOCKING THE SALE OF THE KFIR. ON THE CONTRARY, THE GOE 
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WILL REACT NEGATIVELY, AND SEE THIS AS UNTOWARD INTER- 
FERENCE IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO DEFEND AGAINST THE THREAT 
IT PERCEIVES FROM SOVIET-BUILT PERUVIAN SU-22S. NORTHROP'S 
F-5 AND THE KFIR HAD BEEN COMPETING HOTLY FOR THE CONTRACT, 

AND THE KFIR APPEARS TO HAVE WON OUT. BUT ALTHOUGH THE 
ECUADOREAN AIR FORCE (FAE) IN THE ABSENCE OF THE KFIR 
PROBABLY WOULD LEAN TOWARD THE F-5 ON TECHNICAL GROUNDS, 
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LEAD TIMES AND FINANCING PROBLEMS, COUPLED WITH PIQUE OVER 
OUR VETO OF THE KFIR SALE, MIGHT WELL PERSUADE THEM TO 
OPT FOR THE MIRAGE F-l OR SOME OTHER AIRCRAFT. MOREOVER, 

THE RESENTMENT WHICH WOULD BE GENERATED BY A US VETO OF 
THE KFIR SALE WOULD SPILL OVER INTO OUR OTHER INTERESTS 
AND NEGATE SOME OF THE SUCCESS WE HAVE HAD IN RECENT 
MONTHS IN USING OUR GROWING INFLUENCE WITH THE MILITARY TO 
RESOLVE BILATERAL PROBLEMS. 

BLOOMFIELD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977QUIT000521 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770025-0678 
Format: TEL 
From: QUITO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 24/aaaaavau. tel 

Line Count: 71 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 74192bd2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3521053 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SALE OF ISRAELI JETS TO ECUADOR 
TAGS: MILI, MASS, EC, US, IS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/74192bd2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



